The Academy of Sciences of the U.S.S.R. and the Central
Committee of the Young Communist League opened a com-
petition among the young scientists of the country to show,
which of them had filled most "blank spaces" in our knowledge
of the world; which of them had made the most profound
and most important discoveries, most valuable for our country
and for the whole of mankind.
A competition of young scientists! No country, ex-
cept our great country, could organize a competition like
that.
We constantly read of competitions, organized some-
where in Philadelphia t>r Baltimore, for smokers, and the
first prize is awarded to the fellow who, not sparing his
lungs, manages to smoke simultaneously five cigarettes as
well as a cigar stuck in his nose; of a "hands and knees race"
having taken place in Salt Lake City or in Buffalo; or of a
"sitting on a bough" match in Indianapolis, and of a "young-
est mother-in-law" competition in Cincinnati. But a compe-
tition among young scientists? Never!
In 1948 a scientific debate took place in the Brussels
University on the subject of "Should the Flames of Hell
Be Taken Literally or Figuratively?"
Reading about this, you rub your eyes and wonder: "1948?
Is it not a misprint?"
It is exactly like the debates that used to be held in the
hoary past, about 700 years ago, in the universities of the
Middle Ages, There were about half a dozen such univer-
sities throughout the whole world. People travelled on mules
and in lumbering coaches to hear the disputes between
the eminent scholars. Of these, too, there were about a score
and a half; senile old men in the garb of monastic orders
and wearing flat or high conic caps to distinguish them from
the ignorant and unenlightened. On meeting, these ancients
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